RYAN RUGGIERO

Oak landscape protected

Pollock Oaks Conservation Easement in the Umpqua River Watershed

Jim Lee, a Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District employee, inspired landowners
Dale Carey and Joyce Machado to restore and protect these oak woodlands on their land.

Dale Carey had no idea oak

trees would be such a big part of his life.

Dale and his wife Joyce Machado
retired to 62 acres of oak woodlands on
Pollock Creek in Douglas County nine
years ago. T he minute we got off the
road, I said I like this place already,”
recalls Dale. “It’s beautiful land, that’s
about all I can say.”

A self-described nature person, Dale
spends most of his time on his land.

He tries to walk it every day. He knows
practically every tree and rock, having
worked extensively to restore habitat on
the property.

In late October, Dale and Joyce took
another step to protect their land by
donating a conservation easement to the
McKenzie River Trust. The easement
permanently protects the impressive
oak habitat, upland prairie, marsh,

Landowners Joyce Machado and Dale Carey.

and forested wetlands from future
development or commercial use.

“It’s about the oak trees.”
Jim Lee, a Douglas Soil and Water

Conservation District employee,
inspired Dale and Joyce to make some
big changes on the property — changes
that eventually led them to the ‘forever’
protection of a conservation easement.

Joyce met Jim at an open house at
Kanipe County Park, just down the
road from the couple’s property. When
she began telling him about the oaks on
their land, Jim’s eyes lit up. Jim visited
Dale and Joyce’s land many times in
the coming years. He described what
oak habitat offers for native critters and
suggested they remove the fir trees that
were beginning to crowd out the oaks.
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While hesitant to cut any trees at first,
Dale and Joyce used Natural Resources
Conservation Service and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service funds, matched

by their own savings, to thin out their
stands. They sent the downed firs to

a lumber mill. Dale was determined
that all the proceeds — over $20,000

— should go back into the land. Then
Cindy Bright, also from the Soil and

Water Conservation District, helped

"T'he richness of

oak woodlands

The newly protected 62-acre Pollock
Oaks Conservation Easement is
located within an important oak
habitat priority area in Douglas
County. Other lands contributing to
the vision include Kanipe County
Park, the BLM’s North Bank Habitat
Management Area, and MRT's Gill Oak
Conservation Easement.

Allin all, the area is made up

of several thousand acres and
contributes to the health of native
species like Columbia white-tailed
deer, Oregon coast coho, western
rattlesnake, Bullock’s oriole, western
bluebird, and yellow-breasted chat.

Native species like this western bluebird
find a refuge on the Pollock Oaks
Conservation Easement.

Dale and Joyce improve the habitat in
Pollock Creek for coho salmon.

“lim convinced me,” said Dale. “Oak
trees have character, plus they support
all kinds of life. I never knew that before
[ met Jim Lee.”

Jim died in 2011 at age 49 after an
intense battle with cancer. Speaking
with Dale today, you can hear how Jim’s
legacy of supporting private landowners
in their restoration work will live on in
the oak trees of Douglas County.

continued on back page
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continued from page 1

Protected forever the possibility of long-term protection Now, thanks to Dale and Joyce, and
became more real. years of encouragement and effort by Jim
At some point in those many years Lee, all those creatures and their homes

When asked how he feels about his
property being protected, Dale gets
philosophical. “Forever. What a concept.
[ hope that’s the way it is.”

of restoration work together, Jim
suggested that Dale and Joyce
consider a conservation easement to

will be protected. Forever.

permanently protect their property

fO‘f’ fish and wildlife. The McKenzie “Life 1s just slower up here,” says Dale.
River Trust came up. As Dale recalls, “We see lots of deer . . . There’s elk

the organization was just another and bear from time to time, and beaver £
abbreviation,” part of the alphabet soup 5,4 [coho] salmon down at the creek.” &
of the conservation world. Dale loves to catch sight of a western z

bluebird or pileated woodpecker, and
hummingbirds and vultures migrate
through.

Then Land Protection Manager
Ryan Ruggiero came for a visit, and

Nearby protected oak woodlands include
MRT’s Gill Oak Conservation Easement.

Please help thank our 2014 business supporters!

These businesses generously invest in our work to protect the lands that cradle our local rivers and streams. With their
help, we're preserving the quality of life in the community we all share. To see the full list of our business supporters
and learn more about our Business Supporter Program, please visit mckenzieriver.org and click on Business Supporters.

Business Conservation Business Conservation Sustaining Business
Ambassadors - $10,000+ Investors - $5,000+ Partners - $2,500+

Tt ol Sy

e
WESTine.

m/guntain rose Iﬁ-e.rkw

-com

MCKENZIE RIVER TRUST

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
1245 Pearl St. PIELIiﬁ/I'IET’\l E(;). F1{7
Eugene, OR 97401

541-345-2799
mrt@mckenzieriver.org
www.mckenzieriver.org

Member of 4~

EarthShare R0/
N Oregon A 4

>
Find us on S ¢ A5
<, AN 0 &
(B84 Facebook =~ e

ioN CO

”‘ PRINTED ON 100% POST CONSUMER
'.’ RECYCLED PAPER

Because of you...
A cloud of wild ducks and geese,
a young salmon on the river,

a child learning about nature,

... and 214 more acres protected, forever!

Because of you, all these things are real, hopeful, and sustained.

As you plan your year-end giving, please remember the McKenzie River Trust.

Every dollar you give comes back around many times over... in reassured wing
beats, in the growth of scales and fins, and in the stretch of a child’s smile.

Thank you.
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